
Welcome to the Blaník Protected Landscape Area, in the heart of the Central Bohemian Uplands, in a proud region with a 
subtle and balanced beauty. Welcome to a landscape with a mosaic of forests, meadows, fields, small fishponds and preserved 
meanders of the river Blanice, dominated by the mythical twin hills of Velký Blaník and Malý Blaník, where between streams of 
boulders, scree and rocks, old beech and spruce trees grow that witnessed the time of the Czech National Revival. Welcome 
to a landscape of defunct forts and strongholds, Romanesque monuments and villages that still bear the marks of long-gone 
Hussite wars, in a typical Czech landscape on the border between Central Bohemia and the Czech-Moravian Highlands.

The Blaník House of Nature

The Blaník Protected Landscape Area lies some 
60 km south of Prague and forms the central 
part of the national geopark called The Land of 
the Knights of Blaník. Forests, fields, meadows 
and smaller fishponds are interspersed with 
picturesque villages. The landscape is interwoven 
by a network of field paths, tree avenues 
and junctions with stone crucifixes. The local 
landmark is the forested twin hills of Malý Blaník 
and Velký Blaník, where original beech woods 
and mixed scree woods have been preserved 
in the top parts. They are protected as a nature 
reserve. The river Blanice is the natural centreline 
of the area. It flows through numerous meanders 

from the south to the north and often inundates 
the surrounding areas, thanks to which the plant 
communities of alluvial meadows and willow 
shrublands have been preserved near the river. 
Rare plant species can also be found in the peat 
and waterlogged meadows and wetlands near 
fishponds. Blaník hill bears the legend of the 
sleeping knights who are ready to help their 
nation when it is endangered. It is one of the 
most well-known legends in Czech history and 
culture and still appears as a motif in creative, 
musical, literary and dramatic arts. Visitors come 
here not only to enjoy the natural beauty but 
also for culture and history.

The Blaník House of Nature (‘Dům 
přírody Blaníku’) is a visitor centre which 
runs a permanent outdoor and indoor 
exhibition showing the natural, cultural and 
historical monuments of the Podblanicko 
region. The outdoor exhibition is dedicated 
to geology. School groups and other visitors 
are welcome to take part in our specialised 
programmes both in the House of Nature 
and outdoors, which can be ordered via the 
telephone number below. The souvenirs and 
refreshments we offer on the ground floor 
are from local producers. The cinema hall in 
the attic can be used as a conference room or 
exhibition room.
Krasovice 19, 258 01 Kondrac, CZ 
GPS: 49.6575578N, 14.8850444E
tel.: +420 731 538 008, +420 317 845 169 
(for booking educational programmes),  
e-mail: dumprirody@csop.cz
www.dumprirody.cz/blanik
The Blaník House of Nature is run by  
the association: ZO ČSOP Vlašim,  
Pláteníkova 264, 258 01 Vlašim, CZ 
www.csopvlasim.cz
The Blaník Protected Landscape Area is administered and 
managed by the Nature Conservation Agency of the Czech 
Republic, regional office Central Bohemia, The Blaník 
Protected Landscape Area Administration, Vlašimská 8,  
257 06 Louňovice pod Blaníkem, E-mail: blanik@nature.cz, 
tel.: +420 317 852 654, +420 317 701 884 
www.blanik.ochranaprirody.cz 
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B L A N Í K U

Did you know that ...

With its 41 sq.km., Blaník is the smallest protected 
landscape area in the Czech Republic?

There are only three species of a very rare mollusc called 
Unio in the Czech Republic, and all three can be found 
here in the river Blanice?

An important Baroque composer, Jan Dismas Zelenka, 
was born in nearby Louňovice pod Blaníkem in 1679? 
He composed mostly religious music and wrote 21 
masses.

One of the cornerstones of Prague’s National Theatre 
comes from Blaník?

The beginnings of the legend of the knights of Blaník 
date back to the end of the 14th century?

Gold used to be mined in Roudný near Louňovice?  
It was the biggest gold mine in the Austro-Hungarian 
Monarchy at the beginning of the 20th century.

Relics of huge stone ramparts can be found at Velký 
Blaník, hinting at the fortified stronghold dating back to 
5th century B.C. that stood here?

Thank you  
for being considerate towards  
our natural herritage and for:

camping and lighting fires only in 
designated places

driving and parking your car only 
where permitted

keeping to marked trails       

riding your bicycle on cycle paths 
and respecting nature and other 
visitors

leaving animals and plants alone in 
their natural habitats

not damaging nature and natural 
monuments

taking your rubbish with you

The Knight of Blaník,  
your guide through the 
Blaník House of Nature
Legend has it that an army rests inside Velký 
Blaník, ready for the nation’s worst times.  
It is headed by the patron saint of Bohemia, 
king Wenceslaus. When the time is most 
tense, the dry oak at Blaník will turn green 
with fresh leaves and the spring underneath 
it will become so powerful that the well will 
overflow and the water will start streaming 
down the hillside. Then the Jamb Rock in the 
mountain will open, the knights will wake 
from their deep slumber and headed by the 
Czech patron saint, they will come out to fight 
the enemies, defeat them, and peace will be 
re-established over the Bohemian lands. 
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Morning in a scree wood

Eurasian eagle-owl

Býkovický fishpond Western marsh orchid

Wetland meadows at the foot of Blaník Parnassus  
marsh grass

Common 
cottonsedgeNa pramenech



Animated sequences taken from a tutorial of the Czech 
Geological Survey on the Blanická Furrow by Martin Lisec

Tips for Trips:  
‘With the Knight to  
Blaník Hill’ Nature Trail

The Blaník House of Nature is the 
starting point of an educational 
trail that runs via the top of Velký 
Blaník towards Louňovice pod 
Blaníkem. Its panels will introduce 
you to the nature and history of 
this mythical hill. The trail runs 
4 km along the red-marked tourist 
path and features entertaining 
stops for parents and children.  
It is not suitable for bikes or prams.

This trail presents the history of 
the once important gold mine. 
Approx. 4.5 km in length, it runs 
through the most important parts 
of this unique monument. The 
panels describe the history and 
operation of the gold mine from 
the Middle Ages to the 1950s, 
when the last research was done 
in this site. The Little Miner called 
Ruda will explain gold mining on 
the panels for children. The trail is 
not suitable for bikes or prams.
 

The educational trail in the chateau 
park in Vlašim is approx. 5 km long 
with side trails. At 18 stops, it will 
introduce you to the local cultural 
monuments and natural values. 
It connects all the Romanticist 
buildings in the park. Gaming 
features will show children the 
animals, plants and mushrooms they 
can see here. There are three side 
trails: the paths of the grasshopper, 
the otter and the hermit beetle, and 
three summerhouses that add to the 
Romanticist character of the park.
www.vlasimskypark.cz

The Water House is a visitor centre 
for Želivka, a Special Area of 
Conservation, and is located at the 
foot of the Švihov dam, known also 
as Želivka. You will find a modern 
exhibition which will introduce you 
and your children in an attractive 
way to two aspects of water. It will 
present water as the environment 
for aquatic plants and animals and 
also as a necessary precondition for 
human life. You can control artificial 
water streams in the atrium with 
pumps, small water wheels, dams 
and water divides. 
www.vodni-dum.cz

Tips for Trips:  
Nature Trail in the  
Chateau Park in Vlašim

Tips for Trips:  
Water House

Tips for Trips:  
Roudný Gold Mine 
Nature Trail

The top of Blaník

The Gold Mine

Water House

Vlašim chateau park

Bl
an

ík
 H

ou
se

 o
f N

at
ur

e

H
er

ita
ge

 tr
ee

Lo
ok

ou
t t

ow
er

Pa
la

ce
, c

ha
te

au

G
eo

lo
gi

ca
l s

ite

Ca
r p

ar
k

H
ill

PL
A

 b
ou

nd
ar

y

N
at

ur
e 

tr
ai

l

   
   

  S
 ry

tíř
em

 n
a 

Bl
an

ík

   
   

  Z
la

to
dů

l R
ou

dn
ý

To
ur

is
t t

ra
il

 Cy
cl

e 
pa

th

Ro
ad

Pa
th

W
at

er
co

ur
se

N
at

ur
e 

Re
se

rv
e 

(P
R)

N
at

ur
e 

M
on

um
en

t (
PP

)

Fi
sh

po
nd

Fo
re

st

M
ea

do
w

Fi
el

d

Pr
ot

ec
te

d 
La

nd
sc

ap
e 

A
re

a
N

at
io

na
l P

ar
k

Th
ick

 la
ye

rs
 o

f s
an

d 
an

d 
cla

y s
ed

im
en

ts
 

of
 te

rre
st

ria
l o

rig
in

 w
er

e 
de

po
sit

ed
 in

 a
 

m
ar

in
e 

en
vir

on
m

en
t w

ith
ou

t t
ra

ce
s o

f 
te

rre
st

ria
l v

eg
et

at
io

n.

A 
hi

gh
 

m
ou

nt
ain

 
ra

ng
e 

w
as

 
fo

rm
ed

 
du

rin
g 

th
e 

Va
ris

ca
n 

or
og

en
y. 

Th
e 

lay
er

s 
w

er
e 

de
fo

rm
ed

 a
nd

 m
et

am
or

ph
os

ed
 b

y 
ris

in
g 

pr
es

su
re

 a
nd

 t
em

pe
ra

tu
re

. 
Gr

an
ite

s 
in

tru
de

d 
in

to
 th

e 
ro

ck
 fo

rm
at

io
ns

.

A
 s

ys
te

m
 o

f 
sh

ea
r 

fa
ul

ts
 o

cc
ur

re
d.

A
 

fu
rr

ow
 

w
as

 
fo

rm
ed

 
ov

er
 

tim
e  

– 
a 

na
rr

ow
 t

re
nc

h 
lim

ite
d 

by
 f

au
lts

.

H
or

iz
on

ta
l 

an
d 

ve
rt

ic
al

 
m

ov
em

en
ts

 
co

m
pl

et
ed

 th
e 

m
or

ph
ol

og
y 

of
 th

e 
fu

rr
ow

. 
M

in
er

al
 

ve
in

s 
ev

ol
ve

d.
 

In
te

ns
e 

er
os

io
n 

fo
rm

ed
 th

e 
la

nd
sc

ap
e.

IIn
 th

e 
tro

pi
ca

l c
lim

at
e 

th
e 

fu
rro

w
 b

eg
an

 to
 

fil
l w

ith
 a

llu
via

l, 
riv

er
 a

nd
 la

ke
 s

ed
im

en
ts

. 
Fa

vo
ur

ab
le

 c
on

di
tio

ns
 h

el
pe

d 
pe

at
 b

og
s 

an
d 

pr
im

ev
al

 
fo

re
st

s 
to

 
ev

ol
ve

, 
fro

m
 

w
hi

ch
 sm

al
l b

la
ck

 c
oa

l s
ea

m
s d

ev
el

op
ed

.

Th
e 

su
bs

eq
ue

nt
 lo

ng
-t

er
m

 
er

os
io

n 
fo

rm
ed

 
to

da
y’

s 
m

or
ph

ol
og

y,
 

w
ith

 
Ve

lk
ý 

Bl
an

ík
 h

ill
 a

s 
th

e 
el

ev
at

ed
 

la
nd

m
ar

k.

  1
00

0–
45

0 
m

ill
io

n 
ye

ar
s 

ag
o 

   
   

   
   

   
   

 3
90

–3
05

 m
ill

io
n 

ye
ar

s 
ag

o 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
30

5–
29

0 
m

ill
io

n 
ye

ar
s 

ag
o 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 3

00
–2

70
 m

ill
io

n 
ye

ar
s 

ag
o 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

Pr
es

en
t

Blanická Furrow – a geological structure which 
runs for more than 200 km from Český Brod via the 
Podblanicko region to České Budějovice and on to Austria.
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